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Youth Crime Prevention Officer Report
September 2020

Strategy 1: Breaking cycles and building futures through social development

e The Youth Development team have been running both the Geraldton Youth Intensive Support
Service and the Mullewa Youth Centre on reduced hours due to low staffing levels.

o GRAMS is still hosting a monthly youth sector meeting to encourage collaboration for more
effectiveness across the sector

e The City will be applying for the next round of the Criminal Property Confiscation Grants to
continue running the youth programs that currently occur and also run a series of 8 camps in
various locations across the Midwest (~80k).

e The City will also be applying for the WA Police Crime Prevention Grant to run youth programs in
designated hot spots for anti-social behaviour as recognised by various youth agencies (~25k).

e The City has been collaborating with state government departments and other non-profit agencies
to provide supports to young people in the justice system at monthly case conference meetings

e WA State government recently announced $1.1m in upgrades to four primary schools to ensure
the spaces young people use are designed accordingly

o The City’s Communications team has been running a series of Local Legends posts on the
Facebook page about individuals and organisations in the community doing extraordinary things —
we would love to see everyone sharing those posts on your agency accounts

o The City has supported the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development to run a
second shearing and wool handling school for young people who have been struggling to find work
in the current economy in August 2020

e The City ran a casual dress day to fundraise for Desert Blue Connect as part of the Community
Respect and Equality program. The City is working towards Level 1 CRE accreditation, and is part
of the Leading Lights initiative to build a communications strategy for awareness of CRE project.
The City is also supporting the development of WACRH Bystander Training package, which will
soon be piloted

e The mural has been finished at the rear of the new Hungry Jacks in Mahomets Flats, and there is
an EOI open for artists to be involved in the Lightbox gallery in Post Office Lane.

Strategy 2: Designing out crime

e CCTV update: The City has started work to permanently resolve reoccurring issues with some
cameras that keep going offline and needing repair. Old equipment will be replaced or the physical
install modified to avoid further issues. Mullewa is also getting some new cameras around the
swimming pool.

e The Railway Street Safe Active Street Project has progressed to detailed design stage. The project
will make the entire length of Railway Street a shared zone providing a safe connection for active
transport users — especially school children.

e The GRAMS Reserve Concept Plan fully considers CPTED guidelines. These will be carried
through into the final design which is being coordinated by UDLA. The Community Reference
Group has met once to go through the first workshop process for the layout of the project
elements. The next meeting will be around the beginning of September, at which time the design
will be refined. The Community Reference Group has members from Bundiyarra, GRAMS,
Rangeway Primary, St John’s Primary, Champion Bay SHS, Radio Mama and residents. The City
is working with Champion Bay SHS students on the development of concepts for the public
art. The City will contract a Public Artist to facilitate this process.
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Strategy 3: Reduce the fear of crime

e The City ran BikeRescue workshops with eight young people in the last school holidays over a
one-week period, and engraved all the bikes in order to register them on Bikelinc. One bike has
already been stolen and then returned because of the engraving.

e There hasn’t been any graffiti related sentencing so far this financial year, and so the Repay WA
program hasn’t been running graffiti clean-up. Instead the young people doing community work
have been building gardens and learning new skills at the Youth Bail House and Lester House

e Tourism campaign to promote WA visitors to Geraldton and Mullewa this year with the upcoming
wildflower season about to hit full bloom

o Keep an eye on the Mid West Gascoyne District WA Police Force page for some informative
videos about keeping your car safe, and chat to your school students about what they learnt at the
Think You Know Program when the Police came in to talk to them.

Strategy 4: Reducing the harmful effects of alcohol and other drugs

e As a party to the Community Wellness Plan the City has agreed to promote Alcohol and Drug Free
events for youth and will continue to promote health messages online and on social media.

Strategy 5: Anti-Social Behaviour

e LDAG have been running a project with Dads and Dads-to-be in supporting pregnant partners to
not consume alcohol

e Successful alcohol free community events July - September: Sunset Yoga, School holiday
programs across Geraldton and Mullewa, 2040 Documentary Screening, Her Husband’s Honour
Book Launch, Mental Health workshops, Guided Bushwalks Chapman River Regional Park, Swim
School at the Aquarena, Car Boot Sale, National Science Week, RAC Caravan Safety Sessions,
Goodness Festival

e The City Building Maintenance team has installed ‘bomb proof’ sharps boxes; 4mm powder coated
steel with a 15mm steel bolt and padlocks to solve an historical issue of the boxes being smashed
off toilet walls. Since the new designs were installed in January there hasn’t been a single incident.



