
 

1 | P a g e  
Initial:     

 

Geraldton Regional Art Management Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting Name Geraldton Regional Art Management 
Committee (GRAMC) 

Meeting No. D-20-068192 

 

Meeting Date Wednesday 17 June 2020 

Meeting Time 4:00pm – 5:00pm 

Meeting 
Location 

Phone Conference/Randolph Stow Rooms, Geraldton Regional Library 

Attendees Cr. Tarleah Thomas (TT) Chair 

Cr. Jennifer Critch (JC) 

Cr. Steve Douglas (SD) Deputy Chair 

Cr. Sally Elphick (SE) 

Phil Melling (PM) 

Trudi Cornish (TC) 

Marina Baker (MB) 

Roni Jones (RJ) 

Michael Reymond (MR) 

Marianne Penberthy (MP) 

Jaye Allan (JA) 

Sari Jacobsen (SJ)  

Susan Smith (SS) 

Shauni Norman (Minutes) 

 

By Invitation  Erin O’Connor (EO) 

 

Apologies  

Distribution As Listed 

1. Welcome and Apologies 
The Chair welcomed the members with no apologies noted.  

Noted by Committee: SJ and MR had joined the meeting on time but due to technical error with 
Skype they had been on hold and were not late to the meeting.  
JC left meeting at 4.58pm 

2. Previous Minutes  
Committee Recommendation:  
MOVED: SS and SECONDED: SE 

SJ noted a typo in the previous minutes but due to technical issues, was not able to share this 
with the meeting.  Provided later by phone call.  Error was in Item 4.1 RECOMMEND that the 
Terms of Reference for the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery Management Committee with the 
amendment from TC as noted be formally endorsed and taken to Council. 
 
RECOMMEND that the minutes and action log of the Geraldton Regional Art Management 
Committee held on 09 March 2020 as previously circulated, be adopted as a true and correct 
record of proceedings. 
 CARRIED 
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3. Agenda Items 

3.1 GRAMS Park – Public Art Opportunity (EO) 

The Parks Level of Service master plan assessed over 57 parks with two receiving a 
concept plan, one of those being the park at the Geraldton Regional Aboriginal Medical 
Service (GRAMS) Reserve.  

GRAMS is a district park and requires certain facilities. Lotterywest has funded the entirety 
of concept plan for upgrades to lighting, basketball half court and artistic elements.  Funding 
of $85,000 has been allocated towards the Art and installation with a time frame of 
November 2021 for completion. The Artist brief will be very specific and will be provided to 
Committee once complete with all feedback and questions to be directed to EO.  

3.2 Art Gallery / Geraldton Visitor Centre Co-location (TC) 

Noted by the Committee the motion from Council to combine the Art Gallery and the Visitor 
Centre.  
The City has established a working group with the expected reopening of the Gallery in late 
August.   
Upgrades required to parking, toilet facilities, way finding and the Gallery reception area, 
including the installation of a glass door partition between the reception and gallery floor to 
assist with climate control. Two officers from the Visitor Centre will be joining the Gallery 
staff.  The naming of the facility remains the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery.  Works 
undertaken will be under the guidance of the City’s Heritage Advisor. 

3.3  Public Art Strategy Update (TC) 

Draft Public Art Strategy circulated in tabled documents.  Feedback for the Consultant 
(Element Advisory Pty) to be provided to TC by COB Thursday 25 June who will then 
contact those members directly to discuss further.  

3.4 Gallery Exhibition Programme 2020-21 (MB) 

Highlights from Report  

First planned opening on 21 August of two exhibitions, Void and Preppers. All touring 
companies had frozen all exhibitions during COVID-19 but have continued to work with Art 
on the Move in preparation for Gallery reopening. 
The Midwest Art Prize has been moved forward in 2021 from February into the second half 
of 2021 after June.  
Climate control at the Gallery was recently upgraded and being able to provide condition 
reports touring companies is an important part of the exhibition booking process. gives the 
artist the confidence to tour their art work for exhibitions.  
How Did I Get Here has been “stranded” in the Gallery during the close down and has had 
a virtual tour of the exhibition created.  This exhibition features a selection of works from 
both the AGWA and the CGG Art Collection.  Funding from Art on the Move was secured 
by the City to produce a film documenting the collection.  This video will be showcased via 
AGWA and City social media during late June. 

See attachment report (draft Exhibition Programme 2020-21) for further information. 

3.5 Art Drive 2020 (TC) 

EOI closed in March 2020 and despite additional marketing, with only two proposals 
received (both in Geraldton) and also the limited success  when the program was attempted 
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in 2019, Art Drive will not go ahead in 2020 and will require a new action plan on how to 
move forward.  

3.6 State Funding Agreement, 2021 and Beyond (TC) 

In order to progress with the next four years of funding, TC has made phone, email and 
letter contact with the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, the  
last response advising the Department will get in contact with the City after the 30th June 
when EOFY is complete.  

3.7 Collaboration with Yamaji Art - Acquisitions and heritage Interpretation –Greenough 
Pioneer Cemetery (TC/MB) 

For the past 4 years, the City’s Heritage Services team has been carrying out restorations 
at the Greenough Pioneer Cemetery.  This included the development of a Work Plan in 
which it was identified that there was a need for acknowledgement of the Yamaji People 
who were buried near the Greenough Pioneer Cemetery. The City collaborated with Yamaji 
Art to commission art works for use on new  and revised Cemetery signage and the result 
was a beautiful piece by Nicole Dickerson named Resting on the Greenough. 

RJ on behalf of Yamaji Art expressed her thanks for approaching and working with them 
and the importance to keep that in the forefront of visitor’s minds. The City has since 
acquired Resting on the Greenough for the City Collection.  

 
4. General Business 

4.1 Future development of art programming - local content and liaison with local groups, 
mediums, regional involvement (JA) 

JA commented that the draft Public Art Strategy mentions the City but being a “Regional Art 
Gallery” asked why there isn’t any mention of other local shires within the report 
ACTION: TC to find out if that information is to be included. 

4.2 Process/progress of the review of the Gallery Master Plan (MR) 

Suggestion for listing the review in consideration for next year’s budget.  

ACTION: TC to list for consideration the review of the Art Gallery Masterplan in the 
2021/2022 budget. 

4.3 Review of the outcome of the Mural project at the Metro service station (MR) 

The mural was a part of the development application approval, it was identified that the 
large tilt up concrete wall presented an opportunity for a mural rather than a blank wall that 
could be the target of vandalism. The developer has been very proactive and worked with 
the City and a local artist selected, it will be an interactive artwork depicting local scenes?? 
The artwork is understood to have come in under budget.    

Suggestion for going back to developer to use remainder of allocated funds (if any) on 
another art project within the City. 

ACTION: TC to contact the developer to see if there are remanent funds and if so, will they 
consider using the funds on another art project.  

4.4 Review of current and future budget for the Arts (MR) 

Request that the committee have a role in putting forward next year’s budget. The 
Committee was advised that it is an “Advisory Committee” and budgets are not part of their 
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role, officers however, as part of their operational responsibilities put forward a draft budget 
for Councillors consideration. Committee members may make suggestions on particular 
aspects within the terms of reference of the committee that can then be evaluated as part 
of the overall program.     

ACTION: TC/PM to provide further information on the proposed 2020/2021 budget once 
considered and approved by Council. It is noted that it is a very tight budget due to the 
current economic environment. 

4.5 Mural on the rear of the Art Gallery (facing the Post Office) (MR) 

TC advised that this continues to be a consideration for the future enhancement of the 
external walls of the Gallery.   

4.6 NAIDOC Week Schools Collaborative Mural project – Maitland Park (TC) 
 

Noted request from Nagle and Geraldton Senior College for a mural to be created by 
students during NAIDOC Week 2020 on the concrete water tanks in Maitland Park.  This 
project has been supported by EMT.  RJ noted the Schools had also called into Yamaji Art, 
to get assistance in design works and be involved.  

 
4.7 GRAG Coordinator  

Position descriptions are currently being reworked, due to the colocation of the Visitor 
Centre with the Gallery.  
 

5. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for 08 September 2020, venue and time to be advised. 
 

6. Close 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 5:06pm  
 
 
 
                                  
Signed: (Chair – Cr Tarleah Thomas)    Date 


