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At Audika, we specialise in personal hearing health that’s  
tailored to you. If you are 26 or older, call 1800 312 614 and mention  

this ad to book your FREE hearing health check.

THE

FACE
WHAT

It’s time to stop ignoring the whats 

Tuesday, September 7, 2021 NEWS 3geraldtonguardian.com.auG

The beer was cold, the fryer was
hot, and the atmosphere was lively
at the region’s newest tavern over
the weekend. 

After its first day of trading on
Thursday, a steady flow of punters
visited the pub for drinks and grub

on Saturday, with many happy to
have a local watering hole again
after three years.

The Valley Tavern, 40km north of
Geraldton in the shire of Chapman
Valley, makes up the trifecta of
venues owned by the Freemasons
Hotel and Murchison Tavern’s
Kristina Drage and Scott Simister.

It originally opened in 1973 but
had sat empty for the last few years
until the hospitality duo revitalised
the historic country venue while
making sure they maintained it’s
humble, down-to-earth vibe.

Most noticeable among the
renovations was in fact the outside,
with a freshly landscaped lawn area

fit for families to have a meal at
picnic tables in the sunshine. 

The beer garden and bar were
full, with a few guests also seated in
the dining room on Saturday
evening as the sun set. 

Tavern manager Semi Tokula has
moved from his duties at the
Freemasons to focus on The Valley

Tavern full-time, saying they had
received a lot of support from the
public since opening just a few days
earlier. 

The tavern will host an official
grand opening party next Saturday
night, with buses available for safe
transport between Geraldton and
Nabawa.

Locals say ‘cheers’ as the region’s new tavern is launched

Reuben Clune, 5 months, Nicole Wyatt, Matt Clune, Shannon and Sam Millett, and Murray McCartney.

ELISE VAN AKEN

ABOVE: The
alfresco area.
LEFT: Nabawa
Valley Tavern
staff Yvette
Willy, Semi
Tokula, and
Markrina
Niptik. Pictures:
Elise Van Aken

A boost to health services,
road upgrades and revital-
ised public housing are at
the top of  two local politic-
ians’ wishlists for this
week’s State Budget. 

Moore MLA and Deputy
Opposition Leader Shane
Love and City of  Greater
Geraldton Mayor Shane Van
Styn both hope “basic pro-
jects” in their communities
will be addressed in the 2021-
22 Budget, to be announced
on Thursday. 

Recent pre-budget ann-
ouncements for Geraldton
and the Mid West have
included $790,000 for stage
two of  widening Brand
Highway between Lockyer
Road and Barrett Drive in
Wandina, and the construc-
tion of  a left-turn pocket into
Barrett Drive, part of  the
State-Commonwealth joint
$104.5 million cyclone Seroja
disaster recovery package,
and various smaller grants
for local schools and sport-
ing clubs. Mr Love said bol-
stered health services were
at the top of  his wishlist for
the Mid West, with an over-

haul of  the Mullewa Hospi-
tal an urgent priority as it
had been six years since
funding was promised.

“It’s been waiting far too
long and it’s in an urgent
and desperate need,” he
said.

“It’s a real concern that it
will be pushed back further. 

“It was going to cost $6
million when it was first
announced in 2016, but to do
works now with cost escala-
tions, you’re not going to get
much for that.”

Mr Love said a focus on
delivering mental health
services, vaccines and
health messaging to region-
al communities in the
region, such as Chapman
Valley, which had the lowest
vaccine rate in the State,
should also be a priority.

“Those people have to
travel to Geraldton to get
most of  their services, and
they are falling through the
cracks,” he said.

His other Budget hopes
included action on the
Northampton Bypass road,
upgrades to Mullewa Mora-
wa Road and a share of
recently announced social

housing upgrades. 
“It will be interesting to

see the timing of  the rollout
for some of  the projects for
cyclone Seroja recovery, but
I do acknowledge the State
and Government joint pack-
age was quite intensive,” Mr
Love said. 

Mr Van Styn expressed
similar hopes for Geraldton,
saying funding for coastal
protection works was also a
priority. “I hope the Gerald-
ton Hospital upgrades are in
the Budget, including an
uplift in the amount provid-
ed given cost increases since
it was announced five years
ago,” he said.

“Geraldton Mount Mag-
net road and Brand Highway
upgrades, with continued
improvement on North West
Coastal Highway, is needed
and I want to see Spalding
(public housing) prioritised.

“With the way the econo-
my is and the difficulty
sourcing materials and con-
tractors to do work, we’re
OK with the level of  spend-
ing we’ve received in the
past because we may not be
able to spend given the pres-
sure that’s been applied.”

Push for State
Budget to get
back to basics 
ELISE VAN AKEN
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As your Funeral Directors, Nikki and
the team at Mid West Funerals are
dedicated to helping you create a
thoughtful funeral.

4564012-1

www.midwestfunerals.com.au

Phone 24/7: 08 9965 2100

40 Sanford Street, Geraldton WA 6530

GERALDTON
JUDO CLUB
AT THEIR NEW DOJO
277 PLACE ROAD,
WEBBERTON

SENSEI BOB MCGREGOR 0427 383 828
INTERNATIONAL JUDO FEDERATION JUDO AUSTRALIA JUDO WA

NOW RE-OPENED
N

B
N

FOR THE LATEST NEWS
geraldtonguardian.com.au

4 NEWS Wednesday, May 11, 2022
midwesttimes.com.auM

Additional funding for the Gerald-
ton hospital redevelopment has
been touted as one of  the most sig-
nificant funding commitments for
the Mid West in the upcoming State
Budget, but community leaders
say they will read the fine print to
determine how and when the cash
will be spent. 

Health Minister Amber-Jade
Sanderson was in Geraldton last
week to announce the $49.4 million
funding boost for Geraldton Health
Campus upgrades, bringing the
cost of  the project up to $122.7 mil-
lion. 

Soaring material prices and
skilled labour shortages exacer-
bated by the COVID pandemic
were blamed for the budget
blowout and Ms Sanderson could
not say when tools would hit the
ground to start stage two of  the
project. 

But City of  Greater Geraldton
Mayor Shane Van Styn said last
week’s funding pledge was the 16th
made in the five years since the
State first committed to the
upgrades and it was now time to get
tools on the ground. 

“They promised the hospital five
years ago before costs went up,
before COVID, before the skills cri-
sis, it was all there and it just didn’t
happen,” he said. 

He would also like to see funding
allocated for the construction of
the long-talked-about inner bypass
road to reduce traffic through Ger-
aldton, and the restoration of  the
Community Sport and Recreation
Facility Fund to what it was before
the McGowan Government came
into power. “The cost of  all these
sporting facilities have increased,
and government programs that
local governments apply for need
to be radically increased because

they are facing the same cost prob-
lems as everyone else,” he said. 

Member for Moore Shane Love
said top of  his Budget wish-list was
funding for power infrastructure
upgrades for the Mid West. 

“We know that the power infra-
structure in the Mid West is in a
pretty diabolical state and we need
some really serious thought about
investment there to shore up power
supplies and make sure we have
systems people can rely upon,” he
said. Mr Love welcomed the addi-
tional cash allocated to the Gerald-
ton hospital redevelopment but
said upgrades to the Mullewa Hos-
pital had stalled since State fund-
ing was promised in 2016. 

“Mullewa Health Centre seems
to be the forgotten baby of  the
health program in WA. I really

want to see some effort there to
resolve that situation and get some
decent health services for the
people of  Mullewa,” he said. 

He called for clarity on what sup-
port would be available to cyclone
Seroja victims in the following 12
months and echoed Mr Van Styn’s
request for road improvements
across the Mid West. 

“The Bunbury Outer Ring Road
is being given hundreds of  millions
of  dollars more for its completion
even though they haven’t even set-
tled on environmental approvals
for the southern section of  that
road, and yet we see absolutely no
development to upgrade the road
network around Northampton and
surrounds,” he said. 

Member for the Agricultural
Region Steve Martin said if  the

State Government really was seri-
ous about Oakajee, a significant
investment into developing the site
as a renewable energy hub should
be made in the Budget. 

“If  there is not money there for it
now, we should be questioning if
there ever will be. A few million
dollars for an access road is not
enough,” he said.

With many in the Mid West
struggling under cost-of-living
pressures, Mr Martin called for
targeted relief  for those affected to
be included in the Budget. 

He said a “perfect storm” of  sup-
ply chain delays, labour shortages
and skyrocketing material prices
continued to put pressure on WA’s
strained construction industry.

The State Budget will be deli-
vered on Thursday. 

Member for Moore Shane Love.

Hospital works high on
State Budget wish list

Liberal MLC Steve Martin.

Geraldton Mayor Shane Van Styn.

PHOEBE PIN

The Geraldton Health Campus. Picture: Lisa Favazzo

� An extra $49.4 million for
Geraldton Health Campus
upgrades, bringing project funding
total to $122.7m.
� More than $11m to expand
Target 120 youth crime reduction
program to nine new locations,
including Carnarvon.

� About $46m for seven
additional grain rail siding
upgrades at locations including
Mingenew and Perenjori 
North.
� A $60m promise to upgrade the
Midland Line between Carnamah
and Mingenew to allow heavier

trains and a 20 per cent increase in
train loads.
� More than $30m for extra paid
paramedics and ambulances in the
bush. However, it is not known
how many (if any) additional
resources will be allocated to the
Mid West and Gascoyne.

� About $11m to ensure there
is a nurse 24/7 at every emer-
gency department in the 
regions.
� More than $5m to continue the
24/7 WA Country Health Service
mental health emergency
telehealth service.

WHAT WE KNOW IS IN THE 2022-23 STATE BUDGET FOR THE MID WEST AND GASCOYNE
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