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Rob Pilliner of Beachlands walking at the Recreation Ground with golden retriever shadow and labrador-cross Molly. Picture:
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Stuart Quinn

at the Rec

.I..)Og-,bwners in Geraldton feel they have

Petition to let
Rex off leash

STUART QUINN

been dealt with ruff-ly by news they can’t
allow their furry friends off-leash at the
Recreation Ground and are petitioning the
council for change.

Jason Bertelsen is running an online
petition for a new off-leash area at the Rec,
which has attracted more than 220 signa-
tures to date.

Mr Bertelsen attended the council meet-
ing on Tuesday night, asking if the City of

Greater Geraldton would consider chang-
ing the oval to an off-leash area or intro-
duce allocated off-leash times, suggesting
early mornings, evenings or when the oval
was not in use for sport. “It’s for the entire
community and we all pay rates but some
of us don’t play football or cricket,” he said.

Mr Bertelsen was recently informed by
rangers that the Rec Ground was now
being enforced as an on-leash-only dog
walking area. While he understands the
need for rules, the oval has long been a safe
and central spot where he and responsible
dog owners could let their dogs run freely.

City of Greater Geraldton chief execu-
tive Ross McKim responded to Mr Bertel-
sen at the meeting, saying: “A review of the
dog off-leash area would include engage-
ment with all the relevant stakeholders
that use the space.” b

Beachlands resident Rob Pilliner, who &

regularly uses the oval to walk his two

dogs, said: “It’s just an ideal environment

for dogs. As long as people make sure they
look after the space and pick up their waste

orany waste you see, if youhave a bag, pick

it up.”

aldton Dogs Run Free.

The change.org petition is called Let Ger- -
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