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Heritage Advisory Committee, Meeting Minutes 
Version No. 1 (2012) 

Minute taker Ric McCracken, Department, Creative Communities 

Meeting Name.  Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting No. 5 of 2012 

Meeting Date Monday, 21
st
 May 2012 

Meeting Time 10am 

Meeting Location Council Chambers, Edward Road. 

Attendees Ian Carpenter, Mayor 

Cr. Neil Bennett 

Barbara Thomas 

John Sewell 

Bob Taylor [visitor] 

Mary Taylor [visitor] 

Jo Logue 

Patricia Powell 

Susan Smith 

Trudi Cornish 

Tanya Henkel 

Serena Schewtschenko 

Shirley Valle 

Ric McCracken 

By Invitation  

Apologies Andrea Selvey 

Alex McKinnon 

Graham Alexander 

Catherine Belcher 

Distribution All 

1. Introductions and Apologies 

Ian Carpenter introduced Trudi Cornish as the Acting Heritage Services Librarian and welcomed Bob 
and Mary Taylor to the meeting. Apologies were recorded. 

 

2. Council Organisational Restructure 

Susan Smith explained that during a general restructure of Council Directorates it was decided that 
external heritage matters could be relocated within Creative Communities to work alongside the 
Heritage Services that already exist within the Library. John Sewell stated that there are quite a few 
projects in the pipeline and that he hoped that this would continue. Susan Smith assured that the 
Heritage Strategy would assist in developing priorities. 

 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 Agree Minutes 
Agreed Minutes of minutes of meeting dated 29

th
 March 2012. 

4. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 Heritage Awards. These were launched during Heritage Week but were not highlighted in the 
media due to all the other events. As the Awards don’t close until the end of June there is 
ample time for another round of promotion. 

 Recycling of heritage materials. Tanya reported that the former Gatekeepers Cottage in Short 
Road, Walkaway is currently being deconstructed but unfortunately the sub-roof lining timbers 
are too white ant eaten to be of value. It was noted that some deconstruction has begun on 
the Gatekeepers Cottage at Utakarra for future use to repair the Cottage at Bluff Point. 



 Heritage Week. An extensive calendar of events was created through the support of many 
community groups and organisations. Makes for a good beginning for next year as groups are 
starting to identify with the week as being in April. 

 Heritage Strategy. Susan reported that expressions of interest in developing a Heritage 
Strategy for the City have been received. A decision and an announcement will be made in 
the near future. 

 Tibradden Homestead. Tanya reported that a visit to Tibradden to look at restoration work has 
been conducted. The original homestead and separate kitchen building repairs and 
restorations have been well done. 

 

5.  Recreation Grandstand 

Ian Carpenter advised that he had sought clarification as to whether or not the Grandstand was listed 
on the Municipal Inventory as there are differing opinions among Councillors. A consultants report had 
recommended that the Grandstand be demolished as it is considered to be unsafe. Council has 
recently resolved to put a budget item for future restoration of the Grandstand as Council staff believe 
it can be repaired and made safe. Tanya has advised that the whole of the Recreation Reserve is on 
the Municipal Inventory and that the listing specifically includes the Grandstand. 

6.  Centenary of Rail, Northampton 

Bob Taylor explained the history of the Friends of the Railway Group in Northampton as an 
independent incorporated group having worked under the umbrella of the Northampton Historical 
Society for a number of years. The group has worked to restore the Mary Street Railway Station, has 
undertaken the restoration of 12 items of various types of rolling stock and has begun work on the 
archaeological unearthing of the original Gwalla Railway Station in Northampton. The Shire has 
recently been vested three titles of unallocated crown land at the Gwalla site allowing for future 
visitation by the public following completion of the archaeological work. 

The Northampton to Ajana extension of the original railway was gazetted in 1911 and completed in 
1913, thus making next year the centenary of the line from Geraldton to Ajana.  

The Friends of the Railways intends to place interpretive signage at the sites of 9 sidings that existed 
between Northampton and Ajana. The anticipated signage project cost is $4000. Community support 
for the cost of the signage is being sought with early indications of good support for the project. The 
Shire has committed $1000. The project will have benefits to both towns as it begins the interpretation 
of the line between Geraldton and Ajana. 

Neil Bennett outlined the history of research into an interactive walk and drive trail feasibility study for 
the route from Geraldton to Ajana being prepared in 1999. The study found that that over 90% of the 
railway reserve is still in public ownership. Neil stated that it would be opportune, given the 
forthcoming centenary, for the City to develop an interpretation plan involving both the Shires of 
Chapman Valley and Northampton and the City of Greater Geraldton. 

Resolution [A] The Heritage Advisory Committee encourages the City of Greater Geraldton to make a 
donation of $1000 to the Northampton Friends of the Railway toward the creation of signage at 
Northampton marking the centenary of the Northampton to Ajana railway. 

MOVED John Sewell, SECONDED Patricia Powell and carried. 

Resolution [B] That the Heritage Advisory Committee requests the City of Greater Geraldton to further 
an interpretation plan for the railway reserve between Geraldton and Ajana as a walk and drive trail 
involving the Shires of Chapman Valley and Northampton and the City. 

MOVED Cr. Neil Bennett SECONDED Patricia Powell and carried. 

7. Former Railway Reserve, Utakarra to Bluff Point 

Patricia Powell raised concerns about the leasing and fencing of a section of the former railway 
reserve in Webberton to Purcher International in Webberton. Tanya Henkel is aware that a 24 month 
lease has been given by the Public Transport Authority to Purcher International until the end of 
February 2014 without any apparent referral to State Heritage Office. 

Neil Bennett raised the issue of the City’s Public Open Space Policy. The Reserve is not a part of the 
policy as it is not a designated Recreation Reserve and is still vested with the Public Transport 
Authority. 

Maps of the reserve were shown. [see attached] 

Recommendation: That the City give long-term consideration to pursue the vesting of the former 
railway reserve to the City as a recreation reserve and add the reserve to the City’s Public Open 
Space Policy. 



MOVED Patricia Powell SECONDED Shirley Valle and carried. 

8. Invitation to Cr. Tarleah Thomas 

Ian Carpenter reported that he had received a request to join the Committee from Cr. Tarleah Thomas 
of Mullewa Ward. Ian’s view is that representation from Mullewa is important and he is inclined to 
support seconding Cr. Thomas to the Committee. As Councillor representation is determined by 
Council this will need to be ratified by Council. 

Recommendation: The Heritage Advisory Committee recommends to Council that Cr. Tarleah Thomas 
be included as a member of the Heritage Advisory Committee. 

MOVED Marilyn McLeod SECONDED John Sewell and carried. 

9. General Business 

 Tanya Henkel advised that the Heritage Council is now known as the State Heritage Office 
with a new location and contact details. Tanya distributed information. 

 Tanya further advised that she is revisiting all of the old Bicentenary Trails. Whilst some are in 
good condition, some require reconsideration. A report will be provided in the future. 

 Barbara Thomas raised the issue of the new addition at Tenindewa where Brookfield Rail 
have erected a section of old timber railway bridge in front of the old store and included an 
interpretive panel with the history of the bridge and a photograph of a steam loco crossing the 
bridge. This was done by Brookfield Rail at their own expense as part of the general rail 
upgrade. Barbara requested that an acknowledging letter be sent from the City to Brookfield 
Rail. 

 Marilyn McLeod discussed the possible republication or a new updated publication of the book 
by the Geraldton Camera Club called ‘Then and Now’ produced in 1989. After general 
discussion Marilyn  to ask the group to be encouraged to apply for a Community Grant 
through the City. Susan Smith may be able to provide some ideas regarding costing for such a 
publication. 

ACTION: Susan Smith to assist with cost estimates. 

10. Next Meeting 

Next Meeting – To be advised. 3
rd

 week in July. 

11. Meeting Closure 

Meeting closed at 11.30am. 


