
LGE 028 
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 

Electoral Commission 

Mr Ross McKim 
Chief Executive Officer 
City of Greater Geraldton 
PO Box 101 
GERALDTON WA 6530 

Dear Mr McKim 

Local Government Ordinary Election: 2021 

The next local government ordinary elections are being held on 16 October 
2021. While this is still some distance in the future, I have enclosed an 
estimate for your next ordinary election to assist in your 2021/2022 budget 
preparations. 

The estimated cost for the 2021 election if conducted as a postal ballot is 
$118,000 inc GST, which has been based on the following assumptions: 

• 27,450 electors

• response rate of approximately 38%

• 7 vacancies

• count to be conducted at the offices of the City of Greater Geraldton

• appointment of a local Returning Officer

• regular Australia Post delivery service to apply for the lodgement of the 
election packages.

An additional amount of $5,490 will be incurred if your Council decides to opt 
for the Australia Post Priority Service for the lodgement of election packages. 

Costs not incorporated in this estimate include: 

• any legal expenses other than those that are determined to be borne by
the Western Australian Electoral Commission in a Court of Disputed
Returns

• one local government staff member to work in the polling place on election
day

• any additional postage rate increase by Australia Post
• any unanticipated costs arising from public health requirements for the

COVID-19 pandemic.
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