Milestones in Geraldton’s Municipal History
Prepared by Lorin Cox

The sesquicentenary (150 years) of Local Government in
Western Australia celebrations provide an opportune time
to reflect on the milestones which have shaped the City of
Greater Geraldton. The first major step towards Geraldton
becoming a municipality was the commencement of both
the Geraldton District Road Board and the Greenough Road
Board on 25 January 1871 (The Western Australian
Government Gazette). Shortly following this milestone the
Municipality of Geraldton was declared on the 21 February
1871. The first council operated out of the Pensioner Guard

units built in 1854 situated on Gregory Street (pictured in
the 1890’s, partly demolished).

Historically, the local community have celebrated the anniversary of this important occasion in a
number of ways. In May 1921 present and past members of the Council gathered at a celebration
held at the Council Chambers on Eleanor Street (Chapman Road), adjacent to the Town Hall to
commemorate 50 years of local government (West Australian article, 26 May 1921, p.10). On
Saturday 20 February 1971 a Centenary Parade and Formal Dinner were organised by the City, along
with the installation of a Time Capsule to be opened 21 February 2071. The Time Capsule along with
a brass plaque, was installed in the footpath outside the Civic Centre by Mayor Askew and co. Two
more time capsules and plaques lie nearby commemorating the proclamation of the City of
Geraldton 1988 and the Amalgamation of Geraldton-Greenough 2007.

Since becoming a Municipality, the City has hosted a
number of Visits of State including three visits by her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il (pictured in 1963 for the
opening of the Civic Centre). In 1907 the opening of
the Town Hall also attracted a party of dignitaries
including Governor, Sir Frederick Bedford and Lady
Bedford. The construction of the Town Hall was quite
a significant advancement in Geraldton’s early history.
Consistently across the years local newspapers have
reported that the community have provided visitors
with a very warm welcome.

Alterations to the geographical boundaries of the local government area have led to a number of
name changes in recent history. The amalgamation with the substantial Shire of Greenough in 2007
saw the Local Government area renamed to City of Geraldton-Greenough. Just a few short years
later in 2011, the Shire of Mullewa with its strong, passionate community amalgamated with the City
to create the City of Greater Geraldton. Both amalgamations divided local opinion, however, the
shared services model has presented many opportunities resulting in some positive outcomes
throughout the local government area.

Geraldton has benefited from many State Government initiatives throughout history including the
installation of the Geraldton-Northampton railway line in 1879 which was the first Government
railway line in Western Australia. The railway line was initiated from a need to transport lead from
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Northampton to Geraldton. Deepening and extension of the Geraldton Harbour have since
expanded Geraldton’s exporting opportunities. Diverse industries have further contributed to
Geraldton’s prosperity including agriculture (wheat, oats, barley, sheep and tomatoes), tourism and
cray fishing.

One major project, the foundations of which
recently came to light with the exhumation of the
1994 time capsule, was the Foreshore
Redevelopment project. The time capsule buried
for the occasion of the official opening of Marine
Terrace Central revealed images of the early stages
of foreshore works which were followed by the
eventual removal of the railway line,
implementation of erosion barriers etc. finally
resulting in the wonderful foreshore that exists
today. The catalyst for the Foreshore project was that the railway line caused an obstruction to
Geraldton’s beach front and the trains presented noise pollution problems. Pictured is a train
running along Chapman Road in 1997 prior to major works that saw the removal of the line. Today a
pedestrian path utilised for walking, cycling, roller blading, skateboarding etc. runs almost exactly
the path of the old railway line.

Council has evolved with changing demographics and socially
accepted norms. The first Geraldton female Councillor; Jean
McKinlay was elected in 1962 and the Council has since seen many
female Councillors represented. Council has been required to
diversify further to reflect changing demographics in relation to
cultural inclusivity. In the 2006 census 70.9% of Geraldtonians
listed their birth place as Australia and in 2016 this had dropped to
66.7%. Supported by thriving industry the population growth
during the same time period was 11,214 (inclusive of Mullewa and
Greenough in 2016).

Since becoming a municipality, the City of Greater Geraldton has
come a long way in embracing cultural heritage, in particular, via a
strong commitment to the Reconciliation Action Plan. This
commitment has seen recognition for the local Yamaji peoples
established in the form of signage, events and creative arts in all
areas of the City of Greater Geraldton.

Image Details
1. First Council Chambers partly demolished 1890’s: P 1774 courtesy of courtesy of A. C. Burns.
2. Official Opening of the Geraldton Civic Centre by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 1963: P 1577
courtesy of Mrs Davis.
3. Train along Chapman Road prior to Foreshore development works 1997: P 11805 courtesy of
Phil Melling.
4. Launch of llgarijiri 2013: courtesy of the City of Greater Geraldton
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Geraldton Municipality. Jubilee Celebrated, The West Australian, 26 May 1921, p. 10.
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Full Article
Geraldton Municipality. Jubilee Celebrated, The West Australian
26 May 1921 - p.10

The Jubilee of the municipality of Geradlton was celebrated last week. The town was incorporated
in 1871, prior to which the affairs had been administered by the Town Trust. Then the population
was about 500 now it is about 4,200. The annual ratable (sic) values is £42,000 and the rates is 3s.
3d in the pound. The annual income from the rates is about £7,500 with the gas and electricity
undertakings being in about £9,000. The property owned by the Council is worth about £35,000
including the Town Hall, which will accommodate 1,100 people, and which was built in 1907, at a
cost of £5,000. There are 30 miles of streets of which 12 have been metalled, 12 gravelled, and one
formed.

There was a large gathering of present and past members of the council AT the celebration held at
the Council Chambers, which was presided over by the Mayor. A lengthy toast list was gone
through. The Mayor, in the responding to the toast of “The Municipality” proposed by Mr. Geo.
Baston, the oldest native-born Geraldtonian, said that he thought after the hard times they had gone
through Geraldton was on the turn and was about to come into its own. They had fought hard
against centralisation, and they must not relax their efforts. They wanted strong, virile men in
Parliament for the northern areas to press for the fulfilment of the works which had not been
carried out in the past. Certainly some public works were now receiving attention. He believed that
the water scheme would soon be an established fact. Without a water scheme it would be
impossible to have secondary industries, but a water scheme would mean freezing works, a butter
and bacon factory, wood scouring works etc. Then instead of a population of about 5,000 they
would have a population of 10,000.

During the evening the Mayor, on behalf of the council, presented Mr. W. MclLaren, the Town Clerk,
who is leaving to go on the land, with an illuminated address, and congratulations were offered to
the new Town Clerk, Mr M. Glendinning.



Geraldton Municipality. Notice. The Perth Gazette and West Australian Times, 15 May 1874, p. 2.

Greraldton Municipality.
NOTICE.

half-yearly meeting of the rate-
!Pnym and will be held at
the Town Hall, Geraldton, on Monday,
the st June, 1874, at 7 pn.  After the

business e yearly meeting
election of a Chairman Mrﬂnunﬂiﬂur, in
the room of the late D, H. Scott., Esq.,

Geraldton, Apr_:l Wﬂ}. 1874,
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Perth City Council, The Perth Gazette and West Australian Times, 05 May 1971, p. 3.

Perth City Council.

NOTICE is heml]:&v iven that by virtoe
of the MUNICIPAL IN U-
TION ACT, 1871, Past VL, the following
BYE-LAWS, baving been unanimously
by the Council, and confirmed
by His Excellency tbe Governor, shall be
in force, and take effect from the firet
of MAY next (inclusive,) viz :—
1. Meetings of the Council,
2. Duties of the Supervisor,
8. Do. of Collector.
4. Licenses for Vehicles.
5. Name and No. of ditto.
‘6. Licenses for Saddle Horses,
7. Do. for Cattle.

8. Do. for Dogs,
ey } Jotty or Wharf Dues,

i;. } License for Slaughter Houses

13. Herding Cattle.

14. Term of Licenses.

15. Damaging or Destroying Property
ot City Council.

16. False &eightn.ml Measares, and
Adulieration.

17. Belling Unwholesome Provisions.

18. R:moval of Nuisances.

19. Straying of Live Stock.

20, Projections from Buildings over
T

[ i

fares or Footpatl |
21. Drainage of certain low-lying por-
tions of Land

of E
G. GLYDE,
Crammuayn Perrr City CoumoiL.
. $4th April, 1871, g, ®




Pleasant Evening To Celebrate Centenary, Geraldton Guardian, 23 February 1971, p. 7.
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Victoria Roads Board. The Inquirer and Commercial News, 24 May 1871, p. 3.
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VICTORIA ROADS BOARD.
Tas MJ'iﬁ is the annual statement of
this Board :—
Geraldton, 9th May, 1871.
Bm,—For the information of His Excel-
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Colowial Secrelary's Offi

Perth, 25th January,

IT is hereby notified, for general information, that under the provisio

Act to establish Local Boards for the conservation, improvement, a

of Roads in the several Districts of the Colony,” His Excellency the G

been pleased to designate and define the following Districts as Roa

under the Act, and to direct that the first Elections shall be held at 1

places and dates hereunto annexed, and to appoint as Returning (
several persons whose names are affixed against each District :—

ROAD DISTRICTS.

No. 1.—MINES,

Bounded on the North by an East and West line from the mu

Murchison River ; on the West by the sea coast; and on the So
East and West line through Okajee.

Nn 2 —GRRAT.HTON
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