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Version Adoption Comment 

1 
10 July 2007 
Council Item DS001 

Final – No objections received during advertising. 

2 
26 August 2008 
Council Item SC002 

Final – No objections received during advertising. 

2 
1 July 2011 
Council Item SC001 

Final – Readopted under the new City of Greater Geraldton. 

3 
26 November 2014 
Council Item SC125 

Final – No objections received during advertising. 

4 
15 December 2015 
Council Item DRS242 

Readopted under new LPS No. 1. 

5 TBC Updated following policy review. 
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1.0 CITATION 

This is a local planning policy prepared under the Planning and Development (Local 
Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 (the Regulations) and the City of Greater Geraldton 
Local Planning Scheme No. 1 (‘the Scheme’).  It may be cited as Local Planning Policy  
Ancillary Dwellings (LPP No.1.1). 
 
2.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Residential Design Codes Volumes 1 and 2 (the R-Codes) includes provisions for 
decision-makers to prepare local planning policies to alter certain development standards of 
the R-Codes where a specific local need arises.  The R-Codes also acknowledge that 
applications for proposals which do not satisfy the deemed-to-comply provisions of the R-
Codes may need to rely more specifically on local housing requirements and design 
objectives. 
 
The City of Greater Geraldton recognises the important role ancillary dwellings play in 
providing a diverse range of housing options required to meet community needs. This policy 
streamlines the process for constructing ancillary dwellings by amending certain R-Code 
deemed-to-comply provisions, enabling their construction without Development Approval in 
specific circumstances. These modifications are intended to address local conditions, whilst 
ensuring ancillary dwellings maintain the area’s amenity and uphold standards of 
appearance and liveability.  
 
3.0 POLICY SCOPE 

The R-Codes define an ancillary dwelling as a self-contained dwelling on the same site as 
a dwelling which may be attached to, integrated with or detached from the dwelling. An 
ancillary dwelling is therefore always associated with another dwelling on the same land 
 
This local planning policy applies to the development of an ancillary dwelling where 
permitted by the City of Greater Geraldton Local Planning Scheme No.1. That is, in any zone 
where the zoning table within the planning scheme identifies the following as a permitted 
uses: 
 

a) Aged or Independent Persons Dwelling 

b) Grouped dwelling 

c) Repurposed Dwelling 

d) Single house 

 
4.0 POLICY OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this policy are: 
 
a) To amend the deemed-to-comply provisions of the R-Codes for Design Element 5.5.1 

– Ancillary dwellings so that they reflect local conditions, and. 

b) To limit the visual impact of ancillary dwellings by providing guidance on building size 
and extent of roof cover.
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 5.0 DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS 

5.1 Areas within a R-Code Designation 

R-Code deemed-to-comply requirements are replaced with the following requirements: 
 

Clause R-Codes Deemed to Comply Provision Replacement Deemed to Comply Provision 

5.5.1 
Ancillary 
Dwellings 

C1 Ancillary dwelling associated with a single house or grouped dwelling and on the same site where: 

i.  C1i deleted by amendment dated 10 April 2024;  i. No replacement provision. 

ii.  there is a maximum internal floor area of 70m2; 
ii. the maximum internal floor area and maximum total 

roof area are: 
 

 R10 and Higher R5 and Lower 

Max. internal 
floor area 

70m2 80m2 

Max. total roof 
area * 

140m2 160m2 

* Inclusive of verandahs, patios, carports, etc. 

iii.  parking is provided in accordance with clause 5.3.3 
C3.1;  

iii. No replacement provision 

iv.  ancillary dwelling is located behind the street setback 
line; 

iv. No replacement provision 

v.  C1v deleted by amendment dated 10 April 2024; v. No replacement provision 

vi.  ancillary dwelling does not preclude the single house or 
grouped dwelling from meeting the required minimum 
open space and outdoor living area; and 

vi. No replacement provision 
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 Clause R-Codes Deemed to Comply Provision Replacement Deemed to Comply Provision 

vii. ancillary dwelling complies with all other R-Code 
provisions, only as they apply to single houses and 
grouped dwellings, with the exception of clauses:  

a.  Part D, 1.1 Site area; 

b.  5.2.3 Street surveillance (except where located  on 
a lot with secondary street or right-of-way access); 
and 

c.  5.3.1 Outdoor living areas. 

vii. No replacement provision 

 
 
5.2 Areas without an R-Code Designation 

For land without an R-Code designation, an ancillary dwelling is exempt development where: 
 

a) a permitted use under the local planning scheme 

b) the internal floor area is 90m² or less and the total roof area is 180m² or less (inclusive of verandahs, patios, carports, etc.) 

c) any relevant zone or site-specific requirements, as set out in the local planning scheme, are met, and 

d) any other relevant LPP requirements are met. 
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6.0 DEFINITIONS 

Refer to Residential Design Codes Volume 1 (the R-Codes). 
 
Explanatory Note: 
 
The R-Codes Volume 1 Explanatory Guidelines provide guidance in relation to the facilities 
to be provided within an ancillary dwelling. While the Explanatory Guidelines note that the 
provision of facilities is at the discretion of a landowner, it is generally accepted that a 
kitchen and bathroom would be provided. While a laundry may not be required from a 
planning point of view, this may be required to meet the relevant building code requirements.  
 
 


