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and other vegetation have a significant role in providing amenity, liveability, habitat for biodiversity and 

in supporting mental well-being for our community. 

Householders can complete a ISP01 – Request for a Street Tree application, where they express an 

interest in having a tree planted on their verge by the City. The Horticulture team will access the suitably 

of your property and they reserve the right to determine the most suitable tree for your verge and 

according to tree stock availability. If applications are over subscribed for the year, your application will 

be placed on a wait list for the following year (planting generally occurs during the cooler months of 

May and June). 

The City undertakes all street tree care as part of its maintenance program. Once a tree is planted, the 

City’s Horticulture team will water the tree for the first two years, although additional watering by the 

householder is recommended during dry and hot weather Additionally, city staff will undertake pruning 

of trees where necessary using qualified arborists and may under exceptional circumstances remove a 

tree if necessary (for example, if a street tree becomes a public safety risk or becomes diseased). It is 

offence for anyone else to prune or remove a street tree. 

MAINTAIN ING YOUR STREET VERGE  

Access and Sightlines: Footpaths and Roads 

To maintain access and sightlines to footpaths and roads, all plants and tree branches encroaching from 

private property and verge gardens need to be regularly trimmed. Any faults or damage to footpaths 

should be reported to the City. 

Levels and Trip Hazards 

The level and grade of a verge should remain consistent with the surround levels (generally a positive 

2% gradient, where practical from the back of the kerb to the front of the adjoining property boundary). 

Any changes to verge levels are required to be approved by the City of Greater Geraldton Edging and 

dividing materials, and service pits should remain level with the ground. There should be no holes, stakes 

(other than street tree stakes) or trip hazards, including bollards and physical barriers on your verge. 

Stormwater and Drainage 

All stormwater runoff from your property must be managed by the landowner. Stormwater runoff from 

the verge shall be managed by the landowner, except when the verge treatment is a natural lawn. 

Verge Works and Service Maintenance 

When carrying our verge works, to reduce the risk to yourself, pedestrians and road users, safety 

precautions must be taken. Please remember that service providers, including the City, retain the right 

to access the verge for service maintenance works that may disrupt or damage verge gardens and other 

verge treatments. Reinstatement is generally at the cost of the landowner. 

VERGE CONDITIONS  

The City of Greater Geraldton have a couple of conditions for all verge treatments installed: 

• The householder agrees to maintain the area free of hazards and nuisances. Failure to comply 

may result in removal of the treatment by the City at the landowner’s expense. 

• Should an approved verge treatment not comply with the guidelines, the City may notify the 

landowner and require necessary changes to be implemented within a specific timeframe. Any 

https://cgg.wa.gov.au/forms/isp001-request-for-street-tree/220
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Typlical Plan for Verge - including a Footpath

Typical Plan for Verge - No Footpath

A footpath/pathway can either be located on the property boundary or the kerb

Pedestrian Access available along the kerb

the property boundary.

The City’s policies determine if a pathway is to be introduced alongside a kerb or close to
FOR FOOTPATHS

For more information about Street Trees, please refer to the City’s website.

boundary, has been set aside for the planting of street trees by the City.

A strip of soil approximately 60cm wide and approximately 2.75m from the property
FOR STREET TREES

located on the City’s website.

For more information on Crossovers, please refer to the City’s Crossover Specifications

crossover is the responsibility of the landowner it is adjacent to.

road, dissects the verge and establishes a connection from the property to the road. The 

Also known as a driveway, a crossover is the strip of land which runs at a right angle to the
FOR CROSSOVERS

water, sewer and trunk or regional services.

Verges enable several utilities to service private lots  telecommunications, electricity, gas,
FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS

shared resource and is used in a number if a variety of different ways, including:

The verge area in front of your property is owned by the Crown (State Government), but is a

function in the urban environment.

the private property boundary. All verges have the potential to serve an important ecological

The verge (road reserve) is the portion of land, which lies between the edge of the road and

penalties of up to $5,000.00.

Any unauthorised works within the road reserve, including the verge may attract5.

to Alter the Verge is required to be submitted to the City for approval.

Verge Paving  please refer to Other Permissible Verge Treatments and an Application4.

street trees; however, householders are encouraged to assist with street tree watering.

June. The City is also responsible for the post planting care and maintenance of all

undertakes tree planting and this generally occurs in the cooler months of May and

Street Trees  can be supplied and planted by the City upon request. The City annually3.

any service authorities working on their services with the verge area.

The landowner is responsible for any reinstatement of paving/lawn/garden areas from2.

possible underground services with the verge area.

(BYDA) via their website, https://www.byda.com.au/ to ascertain the location of 

Before the commencement of any works, please contact BEFORE YOU DIG AUSTRALIA1.

the City encourages householder to take pride and look after their verges.

The maintenance and beautification of your verge is the responsibility of the landowner, and

GENERAL INFORMATION
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