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 Introduction

The City of Greater Geraldton is the service centre of Western Australia’s Mid West region and lies 

420km north of Perth, with a population of over 40,000 and is perched on a spectacular coastline to 

the west and a vast inland area stretching eastward to include the town of Mullewa.

Like many regional locations the percentage of persons with a disability is slightly higher than that of 

capital cities and it is estimated at around 21% of the current population. Given the predicted growth 

rate and an increasing ageing population this number will rise steadily every year.

The City is committed to facilitating the inclusion of people with disability through developing and 

improving its access to services, facilities, programs and events. The whole community benefi ts from 

better designed communal spaces and adopting the principles of universal access design and our 

commitment is to administer best practice principles through the Disability Access and Inclusion 

Plan to continually develop accessibility to a high standard.

It is a requirement of the Disability Services Act (WA) that all local government authorities develop 

and implement a Disability Access and Inclusion Plan that outlines the ways in which the authority 

will ensure that people with disability have equal access to its facilities and services and that each is 

required to lodge its Disability Access and Inclusion Plan with the WA Disability Services Commission 

and to provide an annual report each year on the progress.

The City of Greater Geraldton endorsed a new Disability Access and Inclusion Plan for 2013-18 on 

August 27 2013 and the following report provides an overview of the work progressed for the period 

July 2016 to June 2017.

There have been considerable achievements for access within new infrastructure projects and the 

following summary lists the major achievements. 

 



City of Greater Geraldton Major Initiatives 2016-17 

Summary of major initiatives undertaken by the City of Greater Geraldton to enhance access and 
inclusion for the 2016/17 period.  

Pathways, Parking and Parks

• The City of Greater Geraldton in the 2016/17 fi nancial year has invested approximately $900,000.00 
on its renewal program of footpaths in Greater Geraldton including:

Replacement footpaths in Augustus Street, Ainsworth Street and the North West Coastal Highway.

An investment of $167,000.00 at the Foreshore recreational area for additional concrete pathways 
installed for access to BBQ’s, picnic tables and drinking fountains.

• Approximately $123,000.00 of additional access pathways and improvements have been made at the 
Wonthella Sports Park and Football Oval.

• Currently under construction in Derma Park Wandina, is a new Access toilet block with access 
pathways costing approximately $198,000.00.

• The City has invested approximately $12,500.00 on new and upgraded ACROD parking spaces, 
including new access parking spaces in Foreshore Drive and Marine Terrac

• A program of access audits on buildings identifying access improvement needs, capital works 
requirements and establishing costs has progressed. 

 



Queen Elizabeth Centre II Refurbishment

• The City of Greater Geraldton was successful in receiving a grant of $20,000.00, which contributed 
towards the $127,000.00 refurbishment of the centre. 

These  signifi cant improvements were:

Automatic door and duress alarm installed to the centre access toilet

Toilets in male and female toilets modifi ed to ambulant status.

Hearing loop installed in lower hall to enable people with hearing aids better sound quality.

All exit doors have been replaced with simple push doors to enable easier exiting.

New hot water urns have been installed for ease of use and safety.

3 new ACROD parking bays have been added to accommodate the increasing numbers of ACROD 
parking users.

New access wayfi nding signage installed to improve direction assistance.

A recharge station has been installed for centre users to recharge their gophers and wheelchairs.

This investment in the QE II Centre has greatly improved the facilities for its users, and has made the 
centre more dementia friendly.



Recreation

• To assist people with mobility issues and allow easier access to boats, approximately $515,000.00 has 
been invested constructing a new fi nger jetty providing a fl oating platform deck to align with boat 
heights. 

• The wheel chair beach access ramp has been completed enabling people with mobility diffi  culties 
easier access to the beach.

Consultation

• The City continues to improve community consultation and sector liaison and undertake 
consultations to establish community needs. The City consults with our disability advisory group on 
our major projects aff ecting public access from the design phase through to the evaluation of the 
project. 

Recharge

• The City has established Recharge stations, which is an accessible and designated power point for 
recharge purposes made available to people who use electric scooters, gophers or wheelchairs 
located in the Geraldton Regional Library and the Queen Elizabeth II Seniors and Community Centre.



Arts and Events

• A Media Arts project for people with disability commenced to make fi lms raising community 
awareness and promoting inclusion. 

Participants are currently attending weekly workshops at the QEII Centre, led by a facilitator with 
fi lm making skills. The workshop facilitator is training the participants in fi lmmaking techniques, 
screenwriting and editing.The purpose of the project is to support cultural and social inclusion in 
the City of Greater Geraldton, by utilising fi lm as a vehicle for engagement.

• A range of art program initiatives for people with disabilities have been implemented. These 
include City hosted or supported exhibitions and partnered projects with Disability in the Arts 
Disadvantages in the Arts WA (DADAA).



Arts and Events (Cont)

• The City continues to support a range of activities and events including International Day for People 
with Disability in partnership with local service providers.
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