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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR  
 

Adoption of the 2009/10 budget will see 
the City break new ground, firstly in the 
way it has linked the budget directly to the 
Cityôs Plan for the Future and secondly in 
moving to an additional four years of  
forward estimates. This will allow the Staff 
and Council to take a more strategic view 

of where we wish to go in the future and better plan how 
we intend getting there. 
 

During the past twelve months our assets team has been 
working hard to determine the true worth of our assets 
and the true cost of maintaining them. This process will 
enable us to institute plans to make sure we can, in 
future years, keep all of our assets in top condition and 
ensure we get the best possible value from them. We will 
be one of the few local governments in Western Australia 
that has adopted a full asset preservation model and one 
of a very few who have now gone to a five year forward 
estimates type budget. 
 

In the extremely difficult financial environment of today 
we believe we have adopted a budget which is 
responsible and does not impose any more increases in 
costs than is absolutely necessary to maintain our 
current general services to ratepayers whilst retaining a 
balanced budget. The residential rate increase of 3.75% 
simply represents the increase in the Local Government 
Index for past twelve months. Comparisons done with 
other local governments of similar size and composition 
show we are on the lower end of the rating scale. 
 

This budget also sees the adoption of a specified area 
rate for the Non Residential Properties within the City 
Centre,  Marina Mixed Use and Additional Use City 
Centre Zones. Monies generated by this specified area 
rate will be used specifically to address the very 
important parking issues in these areas. This may 
include land acquisition, parking development, 
operations, maintenance and any associated financing 
costs. 
 

The coming year will see the refurbishment of our new 
library in Marine Terrace and the new fit out of the old 
library area to enable most of our administrative services 
to be located in the main Civic Administration Centre. It 
will also enable the Council Chamber to be brought back 
into the City ensuring it is in an area which is more easily 
accessible to all ratepayers. 

 

With the adoption of this years budget and our 
integrated five year Plan for the Future, I believe 
Geraldton-Greenough has been set on a course which 
will ensure it continues to remain one of the leading 
lights in local government. With the proposed 
development plans for the Midwest I am sure we are 
well placed to see our great city benefit from the 
prosperity which will undoubtedly come. 
 

Ian Carpenter 
 

STRATEGIC VISION 
 

A Smart City which has a prosperous, liveable and 
creative community within an attractive Western 
Australian setting. 
 
Geraldton-Greenough will utilise the wealth of natural 
resources as the foundation to become a centre of 
global significance in the new economy. 
 
By 2020, Geraldton-Greenough will have the capacity 
to sustain a population of 80,000 to 100.000 people. It 
will be the focal point for an active and vibrant region 
containing significant district centres to the north, south 
and the hinterland. 
 
By 2050 Geraldton will be Western Australiaôs second 
city. 
 
Geraldton-Greenough will be recognised as a 
powerhouse of the new economy, a community which 
people recognise for its vibrancy and amazing 
transformation. It will be a preferred choice to live, work 
and play. 

 

http://www.cgg.wa.gov.au/council/councillors/Carpenter.asp

