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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SHIRE OF MULLEWA HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY, 21st APRIL 2010. 
 
 
 
0210.01 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 
 
1:05 pm The President declared the meeting open. 
 
 
0210.02 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF  
  ABSENCE 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Councillor A J (Nino) Messina – President                                  (West Ward) 
Councillor B I N (Barbara) Thomas – Deputy President (East Ward) 
Councillor M D (Mick) Tierney  (Central Ward) 
Councillor A J (Tony) Crudeli  (Central Ward) 
Councillor J L (Julie) Freeman  (Central Ward) 
Councillor K P (Kim) Keeffe  (South Ward) 
Councillor A J (Andrew) Messina   (South Ward) 
 
OFFICERS: 
 
Mr TA (Tom) Hartman - Chief Executive Officer 
Ms NJ (Noelene) Holmes – Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
Miss JM (Jenna) May- Executive Secretary 
 
APOLOGIES: 
 
Nil 
 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE: 
 
Nil 
 
VISITORS: 
 
Students Mullewa District High School: Seamus Keeffe (1.05- 1.09pm) 
         Antonia Cameron  (1.05- 1.09pm) 
         Danielle Helmsly (1.05-1.09pm) 
Teacher: Anita Krippner   (1.05- 1.09pm) 
 
 
0210.03 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
 
Nil 
 
0210.04 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
Students from Mullewa District High School raised the following questions- 
 

PRESIDENT   PAGE 2 



Shire of Mullewa Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Council 21st April 2010 
 

1.  We have noticed the mosaics you are putting down in the park and the shades.  Do you 
have more plans? 
The CEO advised that three more mosaics will be situated in the area near the Men’s Shed. 
 
2. We have noticed that you have put one area shaded at the youth centre.  Are you doing 
anymore? 
The CEO advised that this was the only week proposed at present. 
 
3.  We think that the town is looking great.  Are there anymore plans? 
The President advised that playground equipment will be installed in the Lions Park.  Cr 
Freeman requested that the students approach their school for ideas. 
 
 
0210.05 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Nil 
 
0210.06 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
Moved:  J L Freeman  Seconded:  A J Crudeli 
 
COUNCIL DECISION: THAT THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 

HELD ON 17th MARCH 2010, AS PRINTED BE CONFIRMED. 
 

CARRIED  7/0 
 
0210.07 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT   
  DISCUSSION 
 
Nil 
 
 
0210.08 PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS 
 
Nil 
 
 
0210.09 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES/MEMBERS 
 
 
0210.10 REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 
10.3 Works, Plant, Parks and Gardens 
10.4 Finance and General Purpose 
10.5 Chief Executive Officer 
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10.3 WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS 
 
10.3.1                TENDERS – MULLEWA SWIMMING POOL STAGE 2 UPGRADE  
 
 
DATE OF MEETING: 21st April 2010 
LOCATION/ADDRESS: - 
NAME OF APPLICANT: - 
FILE REFERENCE:  
PREVIOUS MINUTE/S & 
REFERENCE: 

17th March 2010 

DATE AND AUTHOR: 8th April 2010. Tom Hartman, Chief Executive Officer 
DISCLOSURE OF 
INTEREST: 

Author has no disclosure of interest. 

SUMMARY Tenders were invited for the Stage 2 upgrade for the Mullewa Swimming 
Pool and at the close of the Tender period 3 Tenders were received. 
 

BACKGROUND: In December 2001 Council received a report that was commissioned by 
the Department of Sport and Recreation into the condition of swimming 
pools in the Mid West. The report on the Mullewa Pool found many areas 
of the pool would need upgrading in the future. Since that report it has 
been noted that the plant room has deteriorated and would no longer 
comply with the Health standards of today. Council has acknowledged 
this and has moved to make the changes. 
 
Tenders were accepted in February 2002 for the relining of the 
Swimming Pool Bowl and that work was carried out during 2002. 
However, no further work has been undertaken towards the other 
matters raised in the report. Council has moved to stage an upgrading 
program over the next couple of years to improve the facilities at the 
pool. The plant room is the first stage, with the second stage replacing 
the main inlet to the pool and the scum gutters with a “level deck”.  Stage 
3 will include the entry, kiosk and change rooms. 

Council recently replaced the plant room as the first stage of the upgrade 
program and is now in a position to decide on the commencement of the 
next stage. 

Tenders were invited now due to the tender process and the supply time 
line for this work to happen during the swimming pool shut down period. 
It will also allow Council for any expenditure in the 2010/11 budget. 
 

COMMENT: Tenders were invited for the Stage 2 Upgrade which consisted of 
following work – 

1. Re-piping of both Pools 
2. Removal of old gutter system & replacement with Wet Decks to 

both pools 
3. Complete surface blast of both pools  
4. Tiling of both pools  
5. Re-paving of concourse  
6. Enlarging balance and backwash tanks 
7. Associated pool equipment (starter blocks, handrails, false start 

poles) 
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8. Upgrade handicap entry 
9. Engineering & Certification 

Tenders closed Friday, 9th April, 2010 and at the close of the tender, 3 
Tenders were received from – 
 

• Wetdeck Pools - $833,310 + GST 
• AVP Commercial Pools - $975,250 + GST  
• Aquatic Construction Services (ACS) - $827,325 + GST  
 

References for all tenders have been checked and indications are that 
they are all capable of carrying out this work. As can be noted, the tender 
from Wetdeck and ACS reveal the prices are very close and the 
evaluation on a number of factors will need further discussion and 
assessment at the meeting to allow Council to decide on which tender to 
accept. A written evaluation will be tabled at the meeting to assist in this 
process. In the meantime there is some clarification of information to be 
requested from the tenders. 
 
The budget estimate was $770,000 and Council has received funding 
through the Community Sporting & Recreation Facilities Fund and have 
allocated Royalties for Regions funding to replace the plant room at the 
Mullewa swimming pool.  

CONSULTATION:  
STATUTORY 
ENVIRONMENT: 

Local Government (Functions & General) Regulations. 

POLICY  
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known policy implications at this time. 

FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS: 

The Sport & Recreation funding is $321,000 and the Royalties for 
Regions will need to be allocated. An approach will be made to mining 
companies for a contribution and will need to be considered in the 
2010/11 budget.  
 

STRATEGIC 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known strategic implications at this time. 
 

VOTING REQUIREMENT: Simple majority 
 

OFFICER 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL RECEIVE THE TENDERS RECEIVED FROM 
WETDECK POOLS, AVP COMMERCIAL POOLS AND AQUATIC 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES TO PROVIDE -  

10. RE-PIPING OF BOTH POOLS 
11. REMOVAL OF OLD GUTTER SYSTEM & REPLACEMENT 

WITH WET DECKS TO BOTH POOLS 
12. COMPLETE SURFACE BLAST OF BOTH POOLS  
13. TILING OF BOTH POOLS  
14. RE-PAVING OF CONCOURSE  
15. ENLARGING BALANCE AND BACKWASH TANKS 
16. ASSOCIATED POOL EQUIPMENT (STARTER BLOCKS, 

HANDRAILS, FALSE START POLES) 
17. UPGRADE HANDICAP ENTRY 
18. ENGINEERING & CERTIFICATION 

AND FURTHER CONSIDER AT THE MEETING WHICH TENDER TO 
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ACCEPT FOR THE STAGE 2 UPGRADE OF THE MULLEWA 
SWIMMING POOL. 

 
Moved:  J L Freeman  Seconded:  A J Crudeli 
 
COUNCIL DECISION: THAT THE TENDER RECEIVED FROM ACS BE ACCEPTED FOR 

$806,325 + GST, FOR THE STAGE 2 UPGRADE OF THE MULLEWA 
SWIMMING POOL AS PER THEIR TENDDER DOCUMENTS AND 
SUBJECT TO AN ONSITE INSPECTION AND THE CEO 
NEGOTIATNG MINOR VARIATIONS.  

CARRIED  7/0 
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Moved:  J L Freeman   Seconded:  M Tierney 
 
COUNCIL DECISION: 1. THAT THE MINIMUM RATE AND DIFFERENTIAL RATE 

MODEL AS SHOWN IN THE ATTACHED OPTION 3, BE 
ADOPTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF FORMULATING THE 
2010/11 BUDGET. 

 
2. THAT THE PROPOSED DIFFERENTIAL RATING SCHEME BE 

ADVERTISED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT. 
 
3. THAT THE CEO REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE MINISTER 

FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE PROPOSED UV DIFFERENTIAL 
RATES, IF AT THE EXPIRY OF THE PUBLIC NOTICE PERIOD, 
NO SUBMISSIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED. 

 
CARRIED 7/0

 
2.15PM- The CEO declared an interest in the following item and remained in the meeting 
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10.4.2  PERFORMANCE REVIEW – CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
 
DATE OF MEETING: 21st April 2010  
LOCATION/ADDRESS: -  
NAME OF APPLICANT: -  
FILE REFERENCE: 108 - Hartman  
PREVIOUS MINUTE/S & 
REFERENCE: 

18th March 2009, 22nd April 2009  

DATE AND AUTHOR: 12th April 2010 - Noelene Holmes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
DISCLOSURE OF 
INTEREST: 

Author has no disclosure of interest.  

SUMMARY: Report advises of Chief Executive Officers  review as conducted by the 
CEO Review Panel 
 

 

BACKGROUND: A Performance Review Panel was formed at the March 2010 meeting  
for the purpose of conducting a performance review of the Chief 
Executive Officer. The panel consisted of Crs: Messina, Thomas and any 
available Councillor. 
 
Clause 8 of the CEO’s contract states:  
 
Clause 8 Performance Reviews 

• Council will ensure that a review of the CEO’s performance is 
conducted annually or more frequently if the Council or the CEO 
perceives there is a need to do so. 

• The Council shall give the CEO a minimum of ten workings days notice 
in writing that a performance review is to be conducted to enable the 
CEO sufficient time to prepare. 

• Where an external facilitator is to be used, both parties must agree to 
the nominated facilitator. 

• The CEO will prepare and submit to the Council and/or facilitator an 
assessment of his/her own performance prior to the assessment by 
council. 

•  
The final report on the performance of the CEO is to be forwarded to Council for 
consideration to either accept or reject the report. 
   

 

COMMENT: The Performance Review Panel met on the 9th April 2010 and a report is 
attached at APPENDIX B 

 

CONSULTATION: Nil  
STATUTORY 
ENVIRONMENT: 

Local Government Act. CEO employment contract.  

POLICY  
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known policy implications at this time  

FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There is allowance in the 2008/09 Budget for salary increase.  

STRATEGIC 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known strategic implications at this time. 
 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENT: Simple majority  
OFFICER 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PERFORMANCE REVIEW 
PANEL THAT THE ANNUAL SALARY OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER BE INCREASED BY 5.0% BE ACCEPTED. 

 

 
Moved:  J L Freeman  Seconded:  K P Keeffe 
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COUNCIL DECISION: THAT THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PERFORMANCE REVIEW 

PANEL THAT THE ANNUAL SALARY OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER BE INCREASED BY 5.0% BE ACCEPTED. 

CARRIED  7/0 
 
 
10.4.3 DONATION – AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES 
 
DATE OF MEETING: 21st April 2010. 
LOCATION/ADDRESS: - 
NAME OF APPLICANT: Mid West Group of Affiliated Agricultural Societies 
FILE REFERENCE:  
PREVIOUS MINUTE/S & 
REFERENCE: 

18th March 2009. 

DATE AND AUTHOR: Tom Hartman, Chief Executive Officer 
DISCLOSURE OF 
INTEREST: 

Author has no disclosure of interest. 

SUMMARY Report requests donation 
BACKGROUND: Correspondence has been received from Mrs Dianne Hulme, Secretary 

of the Mid West Group of Affiliated Agricultural Societies requesting a 
donation towards the cost of presenting the Mid West District Display at 
the Perth Royal Show. A copy of the letter is attached at APPENDIX C 

 
COMMENT: In the past Council has supported this Group by giving a donation of 

$200 towards the cost of presenting the Mid West District Display at the 
Royal Show. The Mid West Group of Affiliated Agricultural Societies 
include: Mullewa, Northampton, Chapman Valley, North Midlands, 
Central Midlands, Perenjori, Dalwallinu and Eneabba. The contribution 
received from Councils in the Mid West Group assist in continuing to 
promote the Mid West area and provides an excellent opportunity to 
present tourism and produce of the highest quality for this area, at the 
biggest single event and congregation of people available in Western 
Australia.  
 

CONSULTATION:  
STATUTORY 
ENVIRONMENT: 

There are no known statutory implications at this time. 

POLICY  
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known policy implications at this time. 

FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There is provision in the 09/10 Budget for donations. 

STRATEGIC 
IMPLICATIONS: 

Mullewa is represented at the Perth Royal Show 
 

VOTING REQUIREMENT: Simple majority 
OFFICER 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT THE COUNCIL DONATE THE SUM OF $200 TO THE MID WEST 
GROUP OF AFFILIATED AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PRESENTING A DISPLAY AT THE 2010 PERTH 
ROYAL SHOW 

 
Moved:  B I N Thomas  Seconded:  K P Keeffe 
 
 
COUNCIL DECISION: THAT THE COUNCIL DONATE THE SUM OF $200 TO THE MID 
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WEST GROUP OF AFFILIATED AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PRESENTING A DISPLAY AT THE 2010 PERTH 
ROYAL SHOW         

CARRIED  7/0 
 
 
 
10.4.4 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   APRIL 2010 
 
DATE OF MEETING: 21st April 2010 
LOCATION/ADDRESS: - 
NAME OF APPLICANT: - 
FILE REFERENCE: - 
PREVIOUS MINUTE/S & 
REFERENCE: 

- 

DATE AND AUTHOR: 21st April 2010. Noelene Holmes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
DISCLOSURE OF 
INTEREST: 

Author has no disclosure of interest. 

SUMMARY The purpose of this report is to provide details of cheques drawn and direct 
debit entries made to Council’s bank account during the month, to be 
passed for payment by Council. 

BACKGROUND: Clause 11 of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 
provides that a Local Government shall develop procedures for the 
authorisation of payments.  Clause 12 of the Regulations requires a 
schedule of cheques drawn to be presented at the next Ordinary Meeting 
following preparations of the list. 

COMMENT: Attached to this report at APPENDIX D is a list detailing all cheques drawn 
and direct debits since the last Council meeting. 
The summary of the schedule of accounts to be passed for payment 
totalling $ 450,011.66 covers the following: 
Municipal Account  
Cheque No.            10421-10452 $73,044.35
Electronic Fund Trans  5795-5866 $249,332.76
Payroll & Fees  
                                 

Various $126,715.8

Trust Account  
Cheque No.                  421-424 $918.75
 Total: $450,011.66

 

Nil CONSULTATION: 

STATUTORY 
ENVIRONMENT: 

Local Government Act and Regulations 

POLICY  
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known policy implications at this time. 

FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known financial implications at this time. 

STRATEGIC 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known strategic implications at this time. 
 

VOTING REQUIREMENT: Simple majority 

 
OFFICER 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT THE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT LISTED ON THE SCHEDULE AS 
PRESENTED BE PASSED FOR PAYMENT. 
 
Municipal Account  
Cheque No.            10421-10452 $73,044.35
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Electronic Fund Trans  5795-5866 $249,332.76
Payroll & Fees  
                                 

Various $126,715.8

Trust Account  
Cheque No.                  421-424 $918.75
 Total: $450,011.66

 
 

 
Moved:  J L Freeman  Seconded:  Andrew Messina 
 
COUNCIL DECISION: THAT THE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT LISTED ON THE SCHEDULE 

AS PRESENTED BE PASSED FOR PAYMENT. 
 
Municipal Account  
Cheque No.            10421-10452 $73,044.35
Electronic Fund 
Trans                     

5795-5866 $249,332.76

Payroll & Fees  
                                 

Various $126,715.8

Trust Account  
Cheque No.                  421-424 $918.75
 Total: $450,011.66

CARRIED 7/0 
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10.5 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 
 
 
  10.5.1                             DIVISION OF ASSETS / LIABILITIES ON WITHDRAWAL OF COUNCILS 
 
DATE OF MEETING: 21ST April 2010 
LOCATION/ADDRESS: - 
NAME OF APPLICANT: - 
FILE REFERENCE: - 
PREVIOUS MINUTE/S & 
REFERENCE: 

Minutes of the MWRC 7th April, 2010 

DATE AND AUTHOR: 15 April, 2010,Tom Hartman, Chief Executive Officer 
DISCLOSURE OF 
INTEREST: 

Author has no disclosure of interest. 

SUMMARY Council is required to provide written authority concerning the “notional 
winding up” to determine the value of the assets and liabilities on the 
withdrawal of the Shires of Carnamah and Coorow from the Mid West 
Regional Council. 
 

BACKGROUND: At the April 2010 meeting of the MWRC the following motion was 
resolved regarding the withdrawal of Carnamah and Coorow,  –  
 
a) This item be considered by the seven individual member Councils for 

decision to provide Mid West Regional Council with the express 
written authority to facilitate the “notional winding up” / valuation of 
assets and liabilities of Mid West Regional Council as at the 30th June 
2010 by Haines Norton UHY and disburse or recoup any funds payable 
to or by the withdrawing Councils being the Shires of Carnamah and 
Coorow. 

b) The Shires of Coorow and Carnamah be advised that they will be 
informed of the expected financial implication of their withdrawal on 
completion of the MWRC 2010/11 budget, however the actual amount 
will not be determined until the completion of the MWRC audit in July 
or August 2010. 

 
COMMENT: There would be no reason for Council to refuse this request.  
CONSULTATION:  
STATUTORY 
ENVIRONMENT: 

There are no known statutory implications at this time. 

POLICY  
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known policy implications at this time. 

FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known financial implications at this time. 

STRATEGIC 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known strategic implications at this time. 
 

VOTING REQUIREMENT: Simple majority 
 

OFFICER 
RECOMMENDATION 

c) THAT COUNCIL PROVIDE THE MID WEST REGIONAL COUNCIL 
WITH THE EXPRESS WRITTEN AUTHORITY TO FACILITATE THE 
“NOTIONAL WINDING UP” / VALUATION OF ASSETS AND 
LIABILITIES OF MID WEST REGIONAL COUNCIL AS AT THE 30TH 
JUNE 2010 BY HAINES NORTON UHY AND DISBURSE OR 
RECOUP ANY FUNDS PAYABLE TO OR BY THE WITHDRAWING 
COUNCILS BEING THE SHIRES OF CARNAMAH AND COOROW. 
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Moved:  B I N Thomas  Seconded:  K P Keeffe 
 
 
COUNCIL DECISION: THAT COUNCIL PROVIDE THE MID WEST REGIONAL COUNCIL 

WITH THE EXPRESS WRITTEN AUTHORITY TO FACILITATE THE 
“NOTIONAL WINDING UP” / VALUATION OF ASSETS AND 
LIABILITIES OF MID WEST REGIONAL COUNCIL AS AT THE 30TH 
JUNE 2010 BY HAINES NORTON UHY AND DISBURSE OR RECOUP 
ANY FUNDS PAYABLE TO OR BY THE WITHDRAWING COUNCILS 
BEING THE SHIRES OF CARNAMAH AND COOROW. 

CARRIED  7/0 
 
 
10.5.2 NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FOR THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
 
DATE OF MEETING: 21st April 2010 
LOCATION/ADDRESS: - 
NAME OF APPLICANT: - 
FILE REFERENCE: - 
PREVIOUS MINUTE/S & 
REFERENCE: 

- 

DATE AND AUTHOR: 15 April 2009, Tom Hartman, Chief Executive Officer 
DISCLOSURE OF 
INTEREST: 

Author has no disclosure of interest. 

SUMMARY Report submits notice of the WALGA Annual General Meeting and the 
call for submissions. 
 

BACKGROUND: The attached letter and information at APPENDIX B for the 2010 Local 
Government Convention advises the closing date for submissions of 
motions and provides the procedure for preparation. 
 

COMMENT: Council has the opportunity to submit motions to the 2010 AGM of 
WALGA in line with the attached guidelines. 
 

CONSULTATION:  
STATUTORY 
ENVIRONMENT: 

There are no known statutory implications at this time. 

POLICY  
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known policy implications at this time. 

FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known financial implications at this time. 

STRATEGIC 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known strategic implications at this time. 
 

VOTING REQUIREMENT: Simple majority 
OFFICER 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL CONSIDER ANY MATTERS THAT COULD BE 
SUBMITTED TO THE 2010 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF WALGA. 

 
Moved:  B I N Thomas  Seconded:  M D Tierney 
 
COUNCIL DECISION: THAT THE REPORT BE NOTED 

CARRIED 7/0 
 
 
 
10.5.3  LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM - UPDATE 
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DATE OF MEETING: 21st April 2010 
LOCATION/ADDRESS:  
NAME OF APPLICANT:  
FILE REFERENCE:  
PREVIOUS MINUTE/S & 
REFERENCE: 

18 February 2009, 18 March, 2009, 22 April 2009, 20 May 2009, 17 June 
2009, 19th August 2009, 17 February 2010, 17th March 2010 . 
 

DATE AND AUTHOR: 15 April 2010, Tom Hartman, Chief Executive Officer 
DISCLOSURE OF 
INTEREST: 

Author has no disclosure of interest. 

SUMMARY Report updates Council on the progress in the Local Government 
Reform process, and recommends endorsement of the updated Reform 
Submission and MOU. 
 

BACKGROUND: The minutes of the Joint Structural Reform Transitionary Arrangements 
Committee in Geraldton on Thursday, 25th March 2010 are ATTACHED. 
The changes to the MOU were endorsed by Council at the March, 2010 
meeting. The JOINT STRUCTURAL REFORM SUBMISSION was 
finalised after the Council’s March meeting and signed off by the 
President and Chief Executive Officer on the 31st March, 2010, along 
with the Mayor and CEO of the City of Geraldton Greenough.  
 
A copy of the submission, due to its size, is ATTACHED separately with 
the Agenda. 
 

COMMENT: The resolution of the March, 2010 Council meeting relating to the above 
follows- 
 
THAT THE COUNCIL, BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY, PURSUANT OF 
THE S5.8 AND DIVISION 8 OF THE LOCAL COVERNMENT ACT 1995 
(AS AMENDED) RESOLVES TO: 
1.    NOTE the unilateral withdrawal of the Shire of Chapman Valley 
to the voluntary merger process as defined in the Memorandum of 
Understanding (signed on the 26 November 2009); 
2.  ADOPTS the amended Memorandum of Understanding as 
attached, with an additional change to b (ii), k (ii) & k (iii) from one 
(1) councillor to two (2) councillors respectively. 
3.  AMENDS the membership of the Joint Structural Reform 
Transitionary Arrangement Committee to reflect the removal of the 
representatives of the Shire of Chapman Valley; 
4.    REFERS the amended structural reform proposal to the Local 
Government Advisory Board for their urgent consideration; and 
5.    ADVISE the Minister for Local Government of the determination 
 
It is suggested that Council needs to confirm its endorsement for the 
submission of the amended Joint Structural Reform Submission being 
signed. 

CONSULTATION:  
STATUTORY 
ENVIRONMENT: 

There are no known statutory implications at this time. 

POLICY  
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known policy implications at this time. 

FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known financial implications at this time. 

STRATEGIC There are no known strategic implications at this time. 
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IMPLICATIONS: 
VOTING REQUIREMENT: Absolute majority 
OFFICER 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL ENDORSE THE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER SIGNING OF THE AMENDED JOINT 
STRUCTURAL REFORM SUBMISSION. 
 
 

 
Moved:  B I N Thomas  Seconded:  J L Freeman 
 
COUNCIL DECISION: THAT COUNCIL ENDORSE THE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER SIGNING OF THE AMENDED JOINT 
STRUCTURAL REFORM SUBMISSION. 
                                                                                           CARRIED  7/0  

 
 
10.5.4  MID WEST REGIONAL COUNCIL – FUTURE PARTICIPATION 
 
DATE OF MEETING: 21st April, 2010 
LOCATION/ADDRESS:  
NAME OF APPLICANT:  
FILE REFERENCE:  
PREVIOUS MINUTE/S & 
REFERENCE: 

18th November, 2009, 16th December, 2009 

DATE AND AUTHOR: 12th April, 2010, Tom Hartman, Chief Executive Officer 
DISCLOSURE OF 
INTEREST: 

Author has no disclosure of interest. 

SUMMARY Report again raises a discussion item regarding the future participation 
of Council in the Mid West Regional Council and the consideration to 
request bringing forward withdrawal. 
 

BACKGROUND: At the December, 2009 meeting the Shire of Mullewa gave the Mid West 
Regional Council and the other participants notice of its intention to 
withdraw from the Mid West  Regional Council to take effect 1st July 
2011. 
 At the recent Mid West Regional Council Discussion Session, the 
following matter was raised and the outcome of the discussion was 
recorded in the notes of the meeting - 
 
“3.2 Cr N Messina – Shire of Mullewa Membership of MWRC  
 
Cr Messina has asked member Councils to consider releasing the Shire of Mullewa 
from membership of the Mid West Regional Council early (i.e. at 30th June 2010). 
As the Shires of Carnamah and Coorow are withdrawing at that time and this 
requires a valuation of assets and liabilities, Cr Messina is proposing that Mullewa 
also be permitted to withdraw by agreement of the 7 seven member councils.  
Cr M Bagley advised that Mingenew may also request early withdrawal.  
Both Cr Messina and Cr Bagley advised that they had not yet discussed this with 
their councils.  
Cr Messina further advised that the remaining 4 Councils who are proposing 
amalgamation at 30th June 2011 could then negotiate with the CEO on details of 
her contract. “ 
 

COMMENT: As can be noted from the above this matter will require consideration of 
Council. 
  
As previously discussed by Council its future participation in the Mid 
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West Regional Council resulted in giving the notice as required under the 
Establishment Agreement to withdraw. The notice required under the 
agreement can only take effect at July 1, 2011. 
 
The push from the Shire of Mullewa has been based around the 
impending amalgamations of the remaining five local governments 
(Morawa, Perenjori, Mingenew, Three Springs and City of Geraldton 
Greenough, Chapman Valley, Mullewa) by July 1, 2011. It is also felt that 
there is lingering concern remaining a participant for this period and 
therefore it is suggested that Council request consideration by the 
MWRC to allow Mullewa to withdraw at the same time as Coorow and 
Carnamah, July 1, 2010. 
 
As can be noted in a previous report to the Mid West Regional Council a 
legal opinion (APPENDIX B) indicated that winding up of the Mid West 
Regional Council would require the agreement of all the participating 
Councils. This opinion has been queried in unofficial circumstances and 
there has been a question asked whether a majority rules in this matter. 
A further opinion has been obtained that “backs” up the original opinion, 
and is attached at APPENDIX C. Although this opinion does not involve 
this agenda item, it is raised for Councils attention when considering any 
future “winding up” of the MWRC. 
 

CONSULTATION: President 
Deputy President 
 

STATUTORY 
ENVIRONMENT: 

There are no known statutory implications at this time. 

POLICY  
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known policy implications at this time. 

FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known financial implications at this time. 

STRATEGIC 
IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no known strategic implications at this time. 
 

VOTING REQUIREMENT: Simple majority 
OFFICER 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL CONSIDER APPLYING FOR AN EARLIER 
WITHDRAWAL FROM THE MID WEST REGIONAL COUNCIL TO 
COINCIDE WITH THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE SHIRES OF COOROW 
AND CARNAMAH, EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2010 

 
Moved:  B I N Thomas  Seconded:  J L Freeman 
 
COUNCIL DECISION: THAT COUNCIL APPLY FOR AN EARLY WITHDRAWAL FROM THE 

MID WEST REGIONAL COUNCIL TO COINCIDE WITH THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF THE SHIRES OF COOROW AND CARNAMAH, 
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2010                     
                                                                                            CARRIED  7/0 

 
 
0210.13 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 
 
The President closed the meeting at 2.40pm. 
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These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on 21st April 2010: 
 
Signed:  
 
  A J Messina, President 
 
Date:   
 
 
 


