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City of Greater Geraldton
Municipal Inventory of Heritage Places

Place Record

Area: Mullewa Place Number: 58 Category: 3
Assessment Date: 10/02/1995 Last Revision Date: 20/03/2012
HCWA Number: 5113 Asset ID: MCH127127

PLACE DETAILS
Name: De Grey-Mullewa Stock Route
Other Names: Extending north from Mullewa
Type of Place: Stock Route
Address: Extending north from Mullewa
Suburb: Devils Creek

LOCATION
Map 
Reference:

GPS 
Northing:

GPS 
Easting:

Photo Description:
15/11/2011
T. Henkel
View looking east to Perkins No.2 Government Well and surrounds.
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SITE DETAILS
Lot No.: Lot 2
Reserv No.: Assess No.: 580
Dia/Plan: 240316 Vol/Fol: 1927/401

USE OF PLACE
Original Use: Stock Route
Current Use: Abandoned
Ownership: Unknown
Public Access: Yes Occupied: Not Occupied

DESCRIPTION
Walls: Concrete Block Roof: CGI
Condition: Good Integrity:
Original fabric: Verandah infill
Modifications:
 
The closest well to Mullewa that remains is 4.9km north, on the west side of 
the Carnarvon Rd and north of Sutherland Road, along a dirt track.  This is 
the Perkins No. 2 Government Well, which was sunk in January 1934 by 
Frank Field.  34 feet deep, the stone lined well has a timber lining to the 
top 1 metre and a metal grille cover.  The well, which supplied an 
average of 16 gallons per hour of fresh water, is surrounded by a partly 
collapsed timber pole fence.  Nearby is a Bicentennial plaque mounted 
on a large rock.  The first Perkins Well was sunk and equipped by a 
Government well-sinker in 1897 where the main road crosses the 
Wooderarrung River, but this went salty.  There are further water sources at 
Woodenooka, 14.9km from Mullewa, west of the Carnarvon Road (built 
1895), at Waterfall, 6.5km from Mullewa, east of the Carnarvon Road 
(natural pool), at White Government Well, 10km from Mullewa, west of the 
Carnarvon Road (sunk 1920), at Woodenooka, 14.9km from Mullewa, west 
of Carnarvon Road (built 1895) and at Hughies Rocks, 32.6km from 
Mullewa, east of Carnarvon Road (natural pool, reserved 1880).

HISTORY
Construction Date: 1890 Source: Writing on wall
Architect:
Builder:
 

Page 2 of 4



Generated: 13/12/2018

In the 1860s and 1870s the demand for grazing land increased, as did the 
need to find permanent water supplies for stock and droving purposes.  
This expansion caused resentment among the local Aboriginal tribes as 
water and food supplies were depleted by stock, occasionally leading to 
violent altercations with settlers and shepherds.  By the 1870s 'runs' or 
pastoral stations had been taken up in the Mullewa and Murchison area 
and a main route became established to provide access for travellers on 
foot, cart or horseback.  Sheep and cattle were walked out from 
established runs around Geraldton and the Irwin River by shepherds.  The 
sheep were taken back to their parent runs for shearing, and the 
pathways used became recognised stock routes with stopping and 
resting places 10 to 15 miles apart at watering points.  Some of these were 
springs or rockholes, and others were wells dug for shepherds.  In the 1890s 
Government well-sinkers established further wells and equipped them with 
block and tackle pulleys for whipping (drawing) water and a Government 
issue canvas bucket which held 44 gallons.  In 1905 the entire network of 
northern and eastern stock routes were gazetted as A Class Reserves, 80 
chains wide, from the Kimberley in the far north to Perth.  The stock route 
between the De Grey River and Mullewa was number 9701.  In the 1950s 
the transportation of stock in motor trucks on prepared road systems 
became common place.  Many of the roads were developed along the 
old stock routes, following the most suitable terrain.  Since then some of 
the wells have deteriorated, others have been restored and are included 
in heritage trails.

HISTORIC THEMES
HCWA: 301 Grazing, pastoralism and dairying
AHC: 3.11.5 Establishing water supplies

3.4 Developing sheep and cattle industries

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Wells and other water sources were critical in the opening up and 
development of the district and were crucial in the droving of stock.  Each 
individual watering point has its own value, however as a whole they 
indicate the historic routes taken by drovers and travellers.

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY
Management Category: 3
Level of Significance: MODERATE SIGNIFICANCE: Important to the 
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heritage of the locality.
Management 
Recommendation:

Conservation of the place is recommended.  
Any proposed change to the place should not 
unduly impact on the heritage values of the 
place and should retain significant fabric 
wherever feasible.

OTHER LISTINGS
No other listings

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
"De Grey-Mullewa Stock Route", Bicentennial Heritage Trail Brochure; 
Sharpe, E.I., "E.T. Hooley - Pioneer Bushman", 1985.

OTHER PHOTOS

Photo Description:
15/11/2011
T. Henkel
Stone lined well with timber capping and metal grille.
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